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Brethren, 


PERMIT  me  now  to  remonstatc 
witli  you  brieSy,  on  some  of 
your  errors  (as  I  conceive)  in  the 
dictrine  of  a  sinner’s  junti^caiion. 
The  tlun^  is  of  so  great  importance, 
that  a  misapplication  of  the  word 
cannot  but  be  attended  with  danger. 
According  to  your  language,  we  are 
to  understand  by  the  justification  of 
a  sinner,  his  obtalniRg  a  certain  sud¬ 
den  feeling  in  his  mind  of  di>inc 
peace  and  joy.  Those  who  get  thi^, 
you  cull  juatijied  ;  those  who  have 
not  got  it,  you  pronounce  to  be  in  an 
unjustified  state.  Aad  if  I  ask 
most  of  you,  upon  whut  ground  you 
think  you  are  justified — that  your 
s’ms  arc  pardoned,  and  your  per's<>r.s 
accepted  in  the  sight  cf  Caot! — ^you 
yrould  tell  mcjof  a  otu  tain  dar,  ar*d 


hour,  and  moment,  w  hen  (as  you  call 
it)  you  got  the  peace  ;  you  would 
tell  me  of  the  distressing  .agonies 
which  preceded  it,  of  the  joyful  c- 
motions  which  succeeded  it,  and  of 
the  words  of  scripture  which  accom¬ 
panied  it,  as  if  spoken  to  you  with 
an  audible  voice.  Now  I  tell  you 
freely  th&t  any  of  yon,  who  possess 
no  better  nor  surer  ground  for  your 
confidence  than  this,arc  resting  your 
confidence  upon  a  ground,  which  is 
indeed  moat  precarious  and  unscrip- 
tural.  They  who  know  any  thing 
of  the  effects  of  imagination,  must;  ' 
know  that  all  this  m^y  be  nothing 
more  than  the  effects  of  an  imagina¬ 
tion,  heated  by  the  expectation  of 
such  a  feeling,  by  the  earnestness 
with  which  you  arc  taught  to  lash 
your  minds  up  to  the  pursuit  of  it, 
and  by  the  various  accoonts  you  have 
heard  of  similar  insuritaneous  im¬ 
pulses  on  the  minds  of  others.  God 
forbidi  therefore,  that  the  Christian’s 
hope  and  confidence  should  rest  oa 
a  basis,  so  uncertain  in  its  nature  as 
this. 

Scuu  of  ycu  will  be  ready  to  ccr- 
clude  me  an  enemy  to  spiritual  and 
c.xperiracDtal  religion,  Iccj^use  I  op¬ 
pose  the  favorite  current  in  which 
your  experierce  runs.  But  iuJeed 
they  misuse,  I  am  p-rsurideJ  that 
there  is  norcalchrististiity%but 
is  the  work  of  t^e  spirit  of  Cud  ;  ar\l 
tlial  work  is  ei^ilainly  a  matter  of 
experience,  fioiw  iirst  t#  last.  Bi.t 


S3S  , 


you  appear  to  me  greatly  to  mistake 
t!ie  nature  of  the  work  of  the  spirit, 
as  described  in  the  scriptures.  It 
is  not  a  work  by  which  any  rc- 
'I'claiioJi  is  now  to  be  made  to  indi* 
viduals  ;  but  a  work  by  which  they 
pj'c  made  to  discern,  to  believe,  and 

lo  receive  the  revelation*  already 

• 

made,  and  recorded  in  the  word  of 
<lod.  I’.ach  of  you  is  taught  to  look 
for  a  divine  revelation  to  liiiusclf,  of 
that  \vhioh  is  iiQ  where  declared  in 
script!ire  ;  that  his  .sins  are  pardon¬ 
ed,  that  his  person  is  accepted  ;  emd 


to  build  his  persuasion  of  the  truth 
of  this,  not  upon  any  thing  declared 
in  scripture,  but  upon  the  strength 
cf  (he  sudden  feeling  with  which  it 
l.as  been  irapre^sed  on  his  mind. 
Here  is  enthusiasm  indeed  ;  and 
vy  i-.iie  I  know  that  the  unbelieving 
v/'^rid  v/iil  give  the  name  ofenthusi- 
osru,  to  what  is  m^st  scriptural  and 
iranorlant ;  for  the  things  of  the 
apirit  of  God  are  foolishness  to  the 
nct’.iral  man  I  know  at  the  same 
tivnc  that  there  is  such  an  evil  us  real 


enthusiasm  ;  and  that  w’e  are  expo¬ 
sed  to  it,  as  soon  as  ever  we  quit  the 
nvzrd  of  GocU  as  the  one  standard  of 
cur  faith  and  of  our  practice. 


This  instance  of  it  in  your  society 
I  consider  as  productive  of  conse¬ 
quences  tne  most  dangerous.  It 
tends  to  pulF up  many  with  presump¬ 
tuous  confidence  and  delusive  hopes 
— h  tends  to  weigh  doun  others, 
whose  consciences  are  more  tender, 
while  their  fancies  arc  less  warm, 
w  itii  as  viu warrantable  despondeixy. 
Ittcnusto  turn  aside  tlic  minds  of 
all,  from  the  one  and  only  sure  foun¬ 
dation  for  a  sinner’s  confidence, 
v'liicli  the  scriptures  reveal — tlx 
I^ord  Jesus  Clirist,  wiio  is  ‘‘  the  end 
of  the  law  for  righteousness,  to  every 
o*ie  that  believetli.*'  Belicvi’ig  on 
him  with  tlic  heart,  trusting  in  him 
iis  he  is  exhil/Uctl  in  lUc  gospel  ;  tliC 
S.iviour  of  his  people  iVoin  llu  ir  sins 
—  the  scriptures  warrant  me  to  trust 


in  him  with  the  fullest  canfidcncc  ; 
to  trust  iii  him  as  iny  righlcousncsi 
and  strength  ;  and  to  know  that  e- 
tcrnal  life  is  mine,  as  ‘‘  the  gift  of 
God  in  Him  and  this,  without  a- 
ny  supplementary  revelation,  or  new 
voice  from  Heaven,  to  announce  to 
me  that  I  am  justified.  A  voice  iii- 
deed-from  Heaven,  there  is  ;  but  it 
is  in  the  word  of  (iod, which  through 
all  its  sacred  pages,  in  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  and  in  the  New,  in  the  law 
by  the  Prophets,  and  hy  the  Apos¬ 
tles,  gives  the  divine  listimony  lo  the 
Son  of  God  and  man,  as  the  only, the 
all-sufficient, and  il^c  faithful  Saviour 
of  all,  w  ho  believe  upon  lu^>  naint. 
By  that  precious  laiih  of  Him  the 
Christian  is  called  to  walk  ;  not  by 
sight  ;  not  by  sense  ;  not  by  fccl- 

o 


This  faitli,  indeed,  is  productive 
of  feelings  the  most  blessed  :  but 
t:x‘:e  feelings  are  not  to  be  vut  into 
its  place,  nor  i:^Xo  his  ;  as  you  con¬ 
found  thcn^v.hci.vou  irive  the  name 
of  justiiicalicn  to  l;  supiiosed  sciisa- 


lion  of  it.  Peace,  joy,  and  love 
are  among  its  hoaver.Iy  iruits  ;  and 
they  will  abciinili  according  to  the 


root  of  faith,  whence  they  spring,  is 
progressively  invigorated.  In  the 
infancy  of  laith,  before  the  briicvcF 
is  yet  well  acquainted  with  the  ‘reek 
of  his  salvation,*  or  sees  clearly  the 
way  in  whirh  he  is  to  walk,  these 
Iruits  are  proportionably  weak  :  tho* 
there  is  often,  at  this  period,  a  natu¬ 
ral  movement  of  tlx  animal  affec¬ 


tions, hy  tl'ic  new  objects  about  wlucJi 
they  arc  exercised,  whicli  exhibits 
such  a  frdsr  luxuiiancc,  as  Is  mista¬ 
ken  for  a  real  growth  of  heavenly 
tempers.  Hfit  to  represent  there 
real  tempers  as  starting  uj)  on  a  sud¬ 
den,  into  their  most  strong  and  live¬ 
ly  exercise,  at  the  jicriod  w  hen  faith 
is  most  v^’cak,  in  its  first  communi¬ 
cation  to  the  heart  as  a  grain  cf  mus- 
tm-p  seed — this  is  contrary  to  the 
view  of  their  connexion  >vU1j  faith  as 
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the  principle  from  which  they  sensual  indulgence  or  the  sober  garb 

spring. _ And  to  tell  a  sinner  that  he  of  sciiouiness  and  zeal  about  self- 

must  feel  this  sudden  gust  of  peace  devised  religion,  it  will, alike  prove 

and  ioy,  before  he  can  trust  that  he  their  condemnation,  and  alike  evin- 

accepted  in  the  beloved,”  is  to  ces  that  they/^  love  darkness  rather 

feud  him  to  look  for  the  fruit  before  than  light,  because  their  deeds  are 

the  tree  is  planted  ;  and  to  substiUitc  evil.’* 

a  spurious  peace  and  joy  springing 

from  a  spurious  faith,  for  that  genu-  Indeed,  brethren,  there  is  a  grea- 
ine  peace  and  joy,  which  are  the  |  ter  difference  between  the  v/ay  of  a 
fruits  of  genuine  faitli.  f  sinner’s  justification  and  salvation, 

j  ’Tiiich  the  gospel  reveals,  and  tha 
If  you  ask  me,  “  arc  all  then  alike  I  most  refried  ibrm  fa!:.c’  reii^ion 

v/arranted  to  trust  in  Christ  ?”  I  an-  j  v/hicii  seems  like  it  ;  than 

bwer  freely — yes  ;  all  to  whom  the  j  there  is  between  the  iatrer  and  any 
word  of  salvation  is  sent  wdtl.out  ex-  j  — the  most  avowedly  infidel  s/btcin 
ception  and  witiioiit  distinction,  are  — upon  which  the  most  profane  and 
r/;/5  7rc;Y/ not  only  warranted,  but  irreligious  proceed.  Exj^nilne  the 
called  and  commanded,  to  trmt  in  two  last,  in  the  circurnst  uices  whicti 
him  for  that  salvation  of  which  he  is  seem  the  most  remote  from  each  o- 


the  only  author.  All  indeed  will 
not  obey  the  gospel  :  none  will  but 
those  to  whom  it  is  ‘‘  given  to  be¬ 
lieve  to  w  hom  the  gospel  “  comes 


then  ;  and  you  will  find  the  nrefes- 
sors  of  both  agree  in  tiiis  essenikd 
ciiaracler:  the  language  of  boti:  ix 
— ‘‘Do  this  and  thou  shall  thet 


not  in  word  only,  but  also  in  demon-  only  differ  with  respect  to  the  de- 
stration  and  in  power.”  But  the  gree  and  quantity  of  the  v.oi  k,  w  hich 
unbelief  of  others  is  their  great  sin,  is  to  be  done,  in  order  to  acce^jtac'ce 
which  it  con.Id  not  be,  if  th«y  were  |  with  God- and  eternal  life.  The  pro- 
rot  warranted  and  commanded  to  be-  !  fane  infidel  will  say,  be  henest,  or 


lieve  :  and  they  die  in  their  sins,  not 
because  ihcv  had  no  sufficient  \var- 


honorkble,and  do  no  hurt  to  any  ona 
unless  to  vourself — or  if  in  the  vic- 


raiU  to  trust  in  Ciirist  lor  salTatiou,  I  lence  of  natural  passions,  which  you 


but  because  through  the  wickedness  cannot  control,  you  should  do  some 
ol  their  hearts  they  would  not  come  hurt  in  the  ivorld,  make  amends  for 
to  him  that  they  might  liavc  life,  but  it  by  your  generosity  ai"*d  the  gsod- 
rejecicd  the  council  of  God  against  !  ness  of  your  heart  ;  then  fear  i:et — 
themselves  ;  cither  atiieistically  in-  }  j/'thcre  be  a  (rod  he  cannet  condemn 


ulfl'crcRt  about  their  state  as  siuners 
against  God,  or  proudly  endeavoring 
to  reconnnend  themselves  to  his  fa¬ 
vor.  Such  may  talk  of  iriisling  in 
Christ  for  salvation,  while  they  cith¬ 
er  li'iean  nothing  by  saIv.iiion,  but  an 
i!nj)unity  iii  w  Jikingaftcr  the  ilcsh  ; 


you  lor  following  the  dictates  of  na¬ 
ture.  The  zealous  religionist,  shock¬ 
ed  at  Ids  profanciicss,  will  assign  a 
much  stricter  task  ;  and  along  with 
a  greater  quantity  of  doing,  will 
jH)iiU  you  to  the  aids,  which  ho  sup¬ 
poses  tl'*e  gospel  offVrs  the  we!l 


or  mean  noiliinghy  trusting  in  him,  |  disposcd,and  a  faithful  improvement 
but  an  expectation  that,  if  tlicy  ac-  j  of  wldch  is  to  help  cut  your  insufii- 
qint  theinsflvcs  siifikienlly  in  gel-  |  cicnev.  To  a  more  regulated  out- 
ling  some  prejiaration  or  fitness  lor  j  ward  conduct,  he  will  direct  you  to 
Jum  he  W'ill  receive  them.  But  liicy  {  add  a  ninnh^r  of  uligious  furnis  ; 
alike  disbelieve  the  gosiicl  ;  and  !  and  w  iih  religious  formsd'e  will  call 
w  iiatcver  lonn  their  unbelief  J's-  |  you  to  ciMubine  various  rtvi^ious  af- 
binuc — wlicther  the  gross  form  of  I  f 'ciinns  a:u!  roligicus  feelings.  li^ 
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perhaps  introduces  Christy  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  his  system,  as  giving  all 
men  a  sufficiency  of  materials  to  set 
them  npiii  this  work,  if  they  choose, 
and  as  helping  in  the  work  any  who 
are.  well-disposed  to  exert  them¬ 
selves  diligently  in  it.  And  perhaps 
he  introduces  Christ,  at  the  end  oi 
Ids  system,  as  making  up,  by  his  me¬ 
rits  or  his  mercy,  the  deficiencies 
of  their  doings  ;  provided  these  dc- 
ficicnces  have  not  been  too  great. 


The  systems  of  these  tvro  men 
admit  of  various  modifications,  rnd 
various  shades  of  colouring,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  various  fancies  and  tastes 
of  men  ;  but  they  both  alike,  and  all 
the  intermediate  systems  by  which 
the  chasm  betwccH  these  is  filled  up, 
go  upon  this  principle,  that  a  sinner 
must  obtain  justification  in  the  sight 
God,  by  something  that  he  is  to 
do.  And  a  man  is  not  a  believer  in 
the  gopcK  because  he  thinks  that 
Christ  has  cither  lessened  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  work  to.be  done,  or  meets  a 
sinner  half  way  in  doing  it.  The 
gospel  stands  removed  from,  and  in 
opposition  to  all  such  systems.  Its 
language  is  not.  do  this  and  thou 
shalt  live/’ — but,  believe  on  the 

Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be 
saved.”  It  leveals  Him.  as  haying 
come  into  the  world  to  save  sin¬ 
ners’* — even  the  chief  of  sinners  ; 
as  giving  eternal  life  to  all  that  the 
Fathcrhath  given  him.”  It  reveals 
a  view  of  God,  the  possibility  cf 
which  could  net  Iiavc  been  conceiv¬ 
ed  by  any  creature  without  his  re¬ 
velation  ;  as  a  just  Gcd^  und  a  jus- 
tijicr  of  thr  justifying 

them  freclv  hv  his  grace,  not  for  a- 
ny  works  of  righteousness,  great  or 
»r»all.  which  they  have  done  cr  can 
ever  do  ;  a^^d  yet  in  a  way  which 
displays  the  glories  of  his  righteous¬ 
ness  aii.l  truth,  no  less  than  riches 
of  his  mercy  and  Jove:  giving  his 
own  Son  to  make  an  end  of  sin,  and 
bring  in  everlasting  righteousness  ; 


to  bear  the  sins  of  many,  in  his  own 
body  on  the  cross  ;  to  become  ^ 
curse  for  them,  and  the  end  of  the 
law  for  righteousness,  to  every  one 
that  believeth.” 


The  word  of  God  acknowlcdgrl^ 
but  oiic  work,  by  doing  which  any 
creature  can  be  justified  before  God; 
that  is  the  performance  of  what  h\% 
Law  commands— his  own  perfect 
law,  holy  and  righteous  and  good. 
The  word  of  God  therefore,  ac¬ 
knowledges  no  work, by  doing  which 
a  sinner  (a  trangressor  of  that  law  ) 
can  be  justified  :  and  the  question, 
liow  a  sinner  can  become  righteous 
in  the  sight  of  God,  must  remain  un¬ 
answerable  cither  from  tkc  laws  or 
from  any  discoveries  of  human  wis¬ 
dom.  The  glorious  gospel  of  God 
our  Savious,  pervading  his  whole 
word,  gives  the  only  satisfactory  an- 
sw’er  to  that  question  :  and  reveals 
such  a righteousness  of  God,”  or 
such  a  way  in  which  God  justifie'; 
sinners,  as  magnifies  the  law  which 
they  have  violated  ;  as  is  infinitely 
glorifying  to  him,  and  unspeakably 
blessed  for  them.  To  know’  this,  is 
to  be  wise  to  salvation  ;  but  the 
knowledge  of  it  is  given  from  above. 
It  is  ‘‘  foolishness  to  the  natural  man, 
neither  can  he  know”  it.  All  the 
corruptions  of  his  fallen  nature  lead 
him  to  reject  the  testimony  :  and  it 
is  just  as  much  rejected  by  multi¬ 
tudes  who  call  and  think  themselves 
Christians,  as  by  avowed  infidels  — 
The  doctrine  of  a  sinner’s  justifica¬ 
tion  as  the  free  giftof  Ciod  in  Clirist 
Je.sus,  to  every  one  that  bclicvcth,  is 
the  essential  difierenre  of  the  gos¬ 
pel,  that  distinguishes  it  from  all  hu¬ 
man  systems  ;  and  all  other  ways 
of  justific:\tion  which  men  propose 
to  themselves,  arc  alike  dishonora¬ 
ble  to  God  ;  alike  opposed  to  his 
word,  and  alike  ruinous  to  ll)osc  who 
walk  in  them.  Tliis  doctiinc,  as 
Luther  justly  observed,  is  the  turn¬ 
ing-point  of  a  standing  or  falling 
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church  ;  and  it  may  as  truly  be  said 
to  be  the  turning  point  of  true  or 
false  religion,  I  dwell  the  longer 
on  this  subject,  and  urge  it  the  more 
earnestly  on  your  attention,  because 
an  error  hcie  is  indeed  a  fundamen¬ 
tal  error  i  and  how  far  the  doctrine 
of  justification  is  held  in  your  socie¬ 
ty,  so  as  to  involve  a  muituude  ol  er¬ 
rors  judge  ye. 

Let  me  add  a  few  words  on  your 
abuse  of  two  other  expressions  of 
weighty  moment— r^firntafic^  and 
conviction  of  sin.  B/  the  latter, you 
seem  to  understand  the  terror  of  an 
alarmed  conscience  :  by  the  former, 
that  sorrow  for  sin  and  solicitude  a- 
bout  the  things  of  salvation,  which  a-^ 
rise  from  such  an  alarin, before  there 
is  any  work  of  saving  faith  in  the 
heart.  N^ow  I  conceive  that  such  a 
sorrow  for  sin  may  be  most  poignant, 
and  such  a  solicitude  about  eternal 
things  most  lively,  where  there  is 
^0  real  repentance  :  and  that  the 
conscience  may  he  ever  so  much 
terrified,  without  true  conviction  of 
sin. 

Tu\t  repentance,  which  is  unto 
life,  is  not  any  thing  preceding  faith, 
or  unconnected  with  it  :  but  is  that 
new  misid  of  which  we  are  made  par¬ 
takers,  w!icn  we  arc  given  to  believe 
'Vith  the  heart  on  the  Son  of  God. 
It  is  then,  and  then  alone,  that  we 
sorrow  for  sin  after  a  godly  manner: 
it  is  then,  and  then  alone,  that  we 
discern,  and  arc  truly  engaged  by 
the  one  thing  needful.  Any  thing 
called  repentance,  while  we  are  yet 
under  the  power  of  imbeiicf,  is  but  a 
spurious  imitation  of  that  heavenly 
Rift  ;  is  but  a  refined  form  of  that 
flcshlv  and  selfish  mind,  w’nich  in  all 
Its  workings  is  evil— only  evil  con¬ 
tinually  and  I  woulcj  no  more  be 
Warranted  in  rcprescnthig  any  such 
infidel  repentance,  as  a  preliminary 
step  to  faith,  than  in  so  representing 
murder  and  adiUtcry,  I  know  noth¬ 


ing  spiritually  good,  bn^  those  gifts, 
which  the  Lord  Jesus  has  received 
to  bestow  cn  men— yea  on  the  re¬ 
bellious  and  nothing  prcii  ninary 
to  the  reception  of  incm,  but  that 
spii  itiiai  death,  in  whi:h  all  men  a- 
liKoIie  by  nature,  and  which  rnakcn 
ti. c.n  need  such  an  omnipotent  S.a- 
viour.  Ail  the  exceeding  great 
and  precious  promises”  in  tiu;  word 
of  Gvid,  arc  an  invc:»tory  of  those 
'^ifts,  w  nch  He  bestow^  on  his  rc- 
docme  I  pe4iplc.  Among  these  pro- 
is  iliat,  I  wiT  trivc  them  a 
new  heart  and  a  nc^  ;  I  will 
put  my  spirit  within  The 

great  work  of  his  spirit,  as  a  spirit 
of  dc  Tionst ration  and  o{  power,  i..  to 
giorify  Christ  and  testify  of  him,  by 
co.nhrming  tl;c  rcc  >rrl  wiuch  the 
8cri[)lurcs  bear  of  Him  as  the  Sa¬ 
viour  of  sinners  :  and  v/i:en  the 
word  is  made  ‘‘  the  sword  of  tnc  spi¬ 
rit,’^  when  the  gospel  comes  not 
in  word  only, but  in  power,  and  in  the 
Holy  Ghost,and  in  much  assurance*^ 
—in  that  full  persuasion  of  its  truth, 
which  God  the  Spirit  only  can  pro¬ 
duce  ;  then,  and  not  llil  then,  is  that 
promise  fulfilled  ;  then,  and  not  till 
then,  is  there  a  new  heart  and  a  new 
spirit,  in  the  spirit  of  faith.**  And 
this  is  nothing  different  IVom  that 
change  of  mind,  whicli  is  the  simple 
import  of  the  word  translated  rrticn^ 
tance^  both  in  the  Greek  and  in  the 
Hcbrc’.v.  Before  that^  there  may  be 
changes  in  the  sinner’s  mind,  but 
they  are  only  various  workings  of 
his  evil  heart  of  unbelief ;  various 
garbs  of  the  old  mind,  of  that  car¬ 
nal  mind  which  is  enmity  against 
God.** 

• 

Wixn  respset  to  the  difference 
between  terror  of  ronrrience  and 
conviction  of  sin,  I  would  observe, 
that  either  of  th»cse  may  be  without 
the  other.  There  nny  be  an  appre¬ 
hension  of  divine  wrath,  excited  per¬ 
haps  bt  alarming  pro\idcncrs,  by 
lively  resprosentations  of  death  and 


Sit 


of  judgment  to  come,  or  by  the  con- 
Vjioiisness  of  some  outwardly  gross 
crime,  where  there  is  yet  no  view 
cf  the  spirituality,  holiness  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  divine  law;  no  conviction 
cf  its  righteousness  in  denouncing  a 
curse,  as  the  immutable  and  deser- 
>^ed  penalty  of  every  transgression 
ofki  commands  ;  no  discernment 
in  the  root  and  scat  of  sun  in  a  heart 
and  n«;ture  fallen  an:k"  alienated  from 
the  life  of  God.’*  And  there  mai*  be 
iili, these  essential  characters  of  true 
conviction  of  sin,  where,  notwith- 
Manding  the  conscience,  cleanse  dby 
“  the  blood  of  sprinkJin;^  which  spea- 
ketii”pcace,is  delivered  from  guilty 
apprehensions,  &nd  where  “the  spi¬ 
rit  of  adontion”  in  the  heart  enables 
the  sinner  to  look  up  to  God  as  a  re¬ 
conciled  Father,  in  him  who  has 
become  a  curse  for  ui.”  Nay  in¬ 
deed,  it  is  only  iathe  same  believing 
view  of  the  cross  of  ChrisU  which 
brings  peace  to  the  conscience,  that 
a  sinner  can  get  the  deepest  conyie- 
tioiiofsin  ;  inasmuch  as  it  is  there 
he  bel*oids  at  once  the  most  awful 
display  of  its  demerit,  in  the  snffer- 
in.^s  of  Him  who  was  ‘‘  sin  lor  us,” 
Slid  the  most  glorious  discovery  of 
t!ic  kindness  end  Icve  of  that  Gcc!  a- 
gainst  whom  we  have  sinned,  in  pro¬ 
viding  sucli  a  sacrifice  to  take  away 
our  sins.  Any  views  of  the  nature 
of  sin  obtained  elsewhere  tiian  be¬ 
fore  the  cress  of  Christ,  tend  to  drive 
a  guilty  soul  from  a  righteous  God, 
and  to  involve  it  in  the  blackness  of 
despair  ;  but  the  views  of  it  which 
are  there  a!Tordcd  to  the  believer, 
while  he  looks  upon  him  whom  );e 
has  pierced,”  lead  him  to  the  Fath¬ 
er  of  mercies,  and  lay  him  lo;v  bc- 
ff>rc  the  throne  of  grace,  and  make 
him  abhor  liimsclf  aiid  renounce  all 
confidence  in  the  flesh.  And  as  this 
ti'uest  conviction  of  sin  begins  witii 
the  life  of  falttii.  so  it  conlimics  dkir- 
ingtlie  believer’s  course, and  is  deep¬ 
ened  more  and  more,  as  he  ‘‘  grows 
III  grace  and  the  knowledge  of  our 


Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.” 


It  is  not  about  the  meaning  of 
words  that  1  would  contend,  except 
so  fur  as  they  arc  connected  witli 
practical  errors  ot  the  most  danger¬ 
ous  tendency.  Let  thos«  who  are 
spiritual  among  you,  consider  how 
many  evils  have  arisen  from  dealing 
with  every  man  who  has  a  sudden 
impulse  of  alarm  in  his  conscience, 
?is  if  he  were  therefore  convinced  of 
sin  :  and  with  every  man  who,  after 
such  an  alarm,  has  a  sticklen  gust  of 
joy,  as  if  he  were  therefore  juiti- 
fied. 


Firr,  metMnks,  I  hear  the  cry  of 
prejudice  rgain  ;  ‘‘  you  are  a  Calvin¬ 
ist,  and  a  Cr.lvinist  is  an  Antinomian 
—and  every  thing  that  is  bud  ;  in 
piinciple  at  least,  if  not  in  practice.** 
I  am  aware  that  it  is  the  groat  labor 
of  your  teachers,  to  instill  this  pre¬ 
judice  into  your  minds.  l’ut,lret!i- 
ren,ricvcn  a  C.<lvu::st  say  what  ii 
true,  Is  trutii  to  be  rejected  because 
itioonies  from  a  Calvinist  ?  Exam¬ 
ine  what  I  iravc  wiitien,  upon  iti 
own  intrinsic  merits, !>y  the  uneiring 
rule  of  Gcxl’s  word,  independent  c  l 
the  enquiry,  what  the  writer  is.  To 
that  en(p?iry,  however,  I  shall  now 
proceed  lo  say  a  few  words. 


L cannot  prevent  ethers  from  c  il- 
ling  me  a  Calvinist ;  but  it  is  a 
that  I  never  wish  to  a^stirjc  ;  ar.i 
this,  not  from  any  cowardiy  dr.slrf 
to  conceal  my  views  of  divine  truih, 
(for  I  would  rejoice  to  proclaim  tiicni 
to  the  world)  but  because  I  see  tliat 
the  scripturci  positively  testify  a- 
gainst  tlie  practice  of  chriLtians  dis- 
linguishinj  ihcMUsrlvcs,  by  the 
names  oi  huryutn  leaders.  If  1  were 
lo  chose  any  man,  liy  w  hoso  name 
I  would  dii^tbignish  1  would 

be  apt  to  select  I^aul,  aixl  cal!  my- 
sell’a  J’ai'iitc.  Liil  against  this,  I’uiil 
himsell  protest  :  arxi  shall  1 

call  myself  a  ui'ciplc  of  0.1vin  ? 


( 
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But  wc  call  you  a  Calvii^istjbe- 
cansc  your  views  of  scripture  are 
tfie  same  with  Calvin’s.  I  do  not 
know  that.  In  some  points  I  believe 
they  arc  ^  in  somcj  I  bciie>c  they 
are  not  .  At  any  rate,  it  is  not  from 
Calvin’s  works  I  have  learned  them 
..«foi"of  his.  works,  which  I  have 
pQSsessccl  in  nine  ponderous 
folios,  I  have  never  read  nine  pajjes, 
r,nd  probably  never  will.  I  must  de¬ 
cline  the  admission  of  any  name, 
which  would  involve  me  in  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  maintuinin,^  all  that  Calvin 
ilu6  written  ;  nor  would  I  ever  wish 
to  descend  from  the  high  cliaractcr 
;(.f  a  servant  cf  the  Lord  Jesus 
'chiist/*  ro‘ that  of  a  champion  for 
the  opinions  of  any  man  ;  much  less 
of  one,  whose  conduct  I  think,  in  one 
iftstance,  very  reprehensible;  hew’- 
tver  its  guilt  may  be  extenuated  by 
the  consideration  of  the  age  in  which 
he  lived. 


Bat  you  evade  the  point.  We 
cftli  you  a  Calvinist,  because  yen 
)  oM  the  shocking  doctrines  of  elec* 
>oa»  an<l  the  final  fierseverance  of 
,  Brethren,  I  wisji  not  to 
[evade  this  point  ;  but  I  wish  to  clear 
the  ground  :  and  when  charges  of 
error  are  brought  against  me,  I 
laiak  it  desirable  that  they  should  be 
Hated  definitely,  and  not  m  vague 
find  ambiguous  terms.  I  do  hold 
these  doctrines  which  you  call  shoc¬ 
king  ;  and  I  mn  sure  Calvin  was  not 
the  firs^  who  luld  tliem,  nor  the  on¬ 
ly  one  of  his  lime.  If  I  mistake  not 
they  w'ere  among  the  doctrines 
ncjiriiained  by  all  the  reformers,  a- 
k^inst  the  Popish  church  ;  but  what 
1^  infinitely  more  iinport^ni,  they 
^re  d'jctiincs  as  clearly  revealed,  as 
Hiy  others  in  scripture. 


(To  te  continued,). 


BetheUdorpjJug.  2cl.  Ik06. 


Honored  Fathers  in  Christ, 


Your  kind  letter,  w  ritten  by  Mr. 
Burdcr,  ofthe  27th  Jan.  in  answer 
to  mine  ofthe  fth  Oct.  1805,  I  re¬ 
ceived  a  few  days  ago,  with  two  o- 
ihcr  letters  to  my  dear  brother  V^an- 
der  Kemp.  Before  the  arrival  9f 
the  English  at  the  Cape,  the  ir.is- 
sioiiary  work  met  with  increasing 
opposition,  so  that,  according  to  the 
outward  appearance,  all  must  Iiavc 
been  cut  efi,  if  a  cliangc  had  not  ta¬ 
ken  place.  On  t.hc  7th  Feb.  1  sailed 
out  of  'I'Jolc  Bay,  v  i:h  the  troops 
bound  for  Algon  Bay.  Little  did  I 
think  that  this  circbmstancc  would 
give  me  an  opportunity  of  ::*".eing 
my  sinful  «I«b)rc  upon  n^y  cnen^y. 
A  few  days  bclore  the  arrival  o!  the 
English  ilect,  the  Kapolcon  French 
privateer  had  been  driven  cn  shove 
by  an  English  uigate  nca.^  the  Cape. 
One  dry,  when  tacking,  we  came 
very  near  lier  ;  I  happened  to  he  tel¬ 
ling  our  captain  of  having  been  cap-'  ‘ 
lured  in  the  L  alTby  the  ‘Bonaperte,’ 
when  he  replied,  there,  tliein  lies 
your  enemy  ;  that  is  the  ship  that 
was  ciuizing  oflhSuLdn  America  tho 
last  war.”  My  feelings  cn  the  occu- 
sien  were  more  vhsai  I  esn  express; 
all  my  old  trials  Cv\r.ie  Ircih  to  my 
mind,  and  I  could  only  stand  c.ocl 
wonder  at  the  wy  the  Ixrd  bath  levi 
me  !  \Vc  had  a  voyage  of  twentv- 
t vv  o  cia^r  wij»ch  sc n * r s  re- 

compiished  in  four  -r  fr.  e.  \Va 
were  in  danger  cf  being  lest  ;  hav¬ 


ing  no  chart  of  the  coast  ve  over-r^n 


the  Bay, and  came  i»  the  night  wiih- 
in  a  cjuarter  of  a  mile  of  the  rr»cks 
before  we  , perceived  them.  The 
nigivt  before,  we  wer  e  near  being  de¬ 
stroyed  bv  fil  e  ;  but  He  who  luts  do- 
#  ^ 

livered,  does  (Vlivcr.  TxzA  wctuist 
will  deliver.  I  h^iil  an  oppenuaity 
while  oh  beard  of  hedding  forth  the 
word  of  iife.  I  arrived  at  cur  dear 
BcthcIsJorp  on  the  1st  of  ilcivch,  in 


m- 


'  >  A. 
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the  cveuin^T?  where  I  was  received 
with  universal  joy  ;  even  the  old 
Hottentot  wctttn,  w'ho  otherwise 
could  rot  leave  their  houses,  appear¬ 
ed  10  give  Ih.r  general  acclamations 
of  clapping  hrnds,  &c.  and  I  was  a- 
liaid  of  being  sii;othercd  under  their 
caresses.  We  found  the  Lord’s 
work  prospering  at  our  arrival,  ma¬ 
ny,  many  thirsting  for  the  water  of 
life.  Wo  found  our  dear  nsothcr 
Smith  laboring  with  groat  zeal  both 
for  the  tt  inpcTuI  a?^.d  spiritual  wel¬ 
fare  of  our  people,  of  whom  we  shall 
give  a  more  pariiculcr  account  in  our 
Report. 


Now,  dear  Fathers,  I  hope  to  ex- 
pericnce  a  further  interest  in  vour 
favor  aivl  prayers.  May  ihc  blessing 
of  the  Lord  ii^st  upon  al!  your  labors 
of  love  for  UiC  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


1 1  email), 


Your  unworthy  son,  and 
Willing  servant  for  Christ, 


JAMES  READ, 


►X'r 


THE  BUTTERFLY. 
By  Mrs.  Steele. 


Pretty  vr.grant  of  the  air, 
Embieni  of  the  thoughtless  fair  ; 
Near  akin  their  life  and  thine, 
Botha  ueetiRg  surnnrier  shifie. 
Short  delight  your  Charms  impart. 
Charms  to  catch  the  human  heart  ; 
Hearts  that  can  be  caught  with  show, 


The  virtuoso  or  the  beau. 

Tlio’tless  nymphs  arc  buUcrfles, 
Different  species,  larger  size  : 
Strangcrsi4)oth  to  needful  cart, 
Fluttering,  roving  here  and  there ; 
Basking  in  the  vernal  ray, 

J  rifling  out  the  itunimer’s  day : 
Summer's  day;  from  youth  to  aec. 
Trifles  all  their  care  engage  : 

But  when  wintiy  storms  arise, 
Beauty  fades  and  pleasure  dies  ; 
Me  let  nobler  cares  cAJploy, 

Cares  which  terminate  in  joy, 

Ere  the  summer  sunbeams  flee. 
Let  me,  like  the  frugal  bee, 

Well  improve  the  smiling  hour, 
Gathering  sw  eets  from  every  flower. 

O  may  virtue’s  charms  be  mine, 
Charms  that  still  increasing  shine  ! 
Tlicse  will  cheer  the  wintry  gloom, 
These  will  last  beyond  the  tomb. 


i 


m 


PeJ!ectio7t, 


Although  a  person  be  possessed 
of  health,  w  ealth,  wit,  knowledge, 
beauty  and  polite  accomplishments 
yet,  without  virtue,  he  cannot  be 
happy.  But  in  virtue  alone  is  hrp- 
pipcss. 


CoMMUSiCA*tioss  for  the 
giouH  and  Moral  (lazt Cr^  Jree  oj 
fiofilagty  xvlil  be  gratifudy  rtedoed. 


FROM  'riiE  PHKHr.  OF  M.  CPOSVVEIJ.,  CJTliKlLF. 

1  —  '/o  hiihHcribtrM  in  towny  two  dollars  a  yeavyin  fjuar:rrly  fuiytrer.i^ 

•^JJy  laaily  one  dollar  fifty  ccnti^-^7b  /loat-ndern  and  of  heresy 
fuicc  twenty -live  or  morvyWccklyy  and  become  rci/iofibibley 
€  reasonable  allowance  will  be  maeir. 
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